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Most children are alive and well
after unrelated donor transplant for
sickle cell disease

Blood or marrow transplant from unrelated donors is an option

Blood or marrow transplant (BMT) can cure sickle cell disease. However, less
than 1 in 5 children have a tissue-type matched, sibling donor who doesn't
have sickle cell disease.

Researchers wanted to know if matched, unrelated donors could also be
helpful. A small clinical trial during 2008-2014 included 21 children with
sickle cell disease who received BMT from matched unrelated donors. About
8 years after BMT:

e 68% (2 out of every 3 children) were alive

e 57% (6 out of every 10 children) were healthy
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More research is needed and is currently underway to prevent GVHD

after transplant. Ask your doctor about preventing GVHD. BMT CTN, funded by the National
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